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it on account of the quantity of mire and Mud which
is seen there, whence noisome vapors Constantly
arise, Causing the loudest and most Continual Thun-
der that I have ever heard.

The Bay is about thirty leagues in depth and eight
in width at its Mouth; it narrows gradually to the
bottom, where it is easy to observe a tide which has
its regular ebb and flow, almost Like That of the
Sea. This is not the place to inquire whether these
are real tides; whether they are Due to the wind, or
to some other cause; whether there are winds, The
precursors of the Moon and attached to her suite,
which consequently agitate the lake and give it an
apparent ebb and flow whenever the Moon ascends
above the horizon. What I can Positively state is,
that, when the water is very Calm, it is easy to
observe it rising and falling according to the Course
of the moon; although I do not deny that This move-
ment may be Caused by very Remote Winds, which,
pressing on the middle of the lake, cause the edges
to Rise and fall in the manner which is visible to our
eyes."

We left This bay to enter the river that discharges
into it; it is very beautiful at its Mouth, and flows
gently; it is full Of bustards, Ducks, Teal, and other
birds, attracted thither by the wild oats, of which
they are very fond. But, after ascending the river a
short distance, it becomes very difficult of passage,
on account of both the Currents and the sharp Rocks,
which Cut the Canoes and the feet of Those who are
obliged to drag them, especially when the Waters
are low. Nevertheless, we successfully passed Those
rapids; and on approaching Machkoutens, the fire
Nation, I had the Curiosity to drink the mineral



